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The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. In independent Claims 1 and 5 Applicants recite ... 
using an individual criterion associated with the component.. . This language is 
unmeaningful to any reasonable reader including a POSITA even when the specification 
is fully understood. It is a truism in Patent law that Applicants can be their own 
lexicographer and also can draw claims which are as broad as the prior art will allow. 
However in the instant case there is no reasonable way or means to determine what the 
boundaries said claims contain and therefore the claims are held not to particularly point 
out nor distinctly the invention. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5, as understood, are further rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Wooster (Pat No 6,023,680), hereinafter Wooster. Wooster teaches 

a method for inspecting a component wherein a plurality of views of interest are made 

wherein the viewing area is constrained in size and has a predetermined shape where 

the method comprises selecting a plurality of views for viewing regions of interest in the 

constrained viewing area, wherein the selecting step comprises generating an initial set 
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of views wherein every region of interest is included in at least one view based on the 
constraints of the viewing area and the predetermined geometric shape of the viewing 
area and wherein the regions of interest are capable are being included in more than 
one view of the initial set of views, performing asset covering the initial set of views from 
the generating step to select a plurality of views and performed a relaxed traveling 
salesman problem on the selected plurality of views to select the path of movement 
between the selected plurality of views.(Cf. Claim 1). It would have been obvious that 
Wooster's method can be used to determine if a component which is being held on a 
component holder would be interfering with an electronic component which is already 
mounted on a substrate. In Figure 5 one sees an example of "Regions of Interest" 
whereat electronic components are located. With this evidence it would have been 
obvious to inspect a substrate that has undergone a first component mounting step to 
determine whether or not the mounted component in a first component mounting step is 
properly positioned so as to prevent a second component which has not been mounted 
to avoid being mounted. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to C. J. Arbes whose telephone number is 571-272-4563. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M, T, R and F from 8 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, P. Vo, can be reached on 571-272-4563. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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